DETROIT RIGHT TO COUNSEL

Detroiters Facing Eviction Deserve Legal Representation

WHO WE ARE

We are Detroiters and advocates who believe housing is a human right and are working
together to establish and support a right to legal counsel for people facing eviction in

Detroit

WHAT IS THE RIGHT TO COUNSEL?

A national movement that recognizes the need for legal representation as a

right for tenants

e |egal representation is a right in criminal cases; but in eviction cases, people are not

guaranteed the right to a lawyer

¢ Aright to counsel would require city government to provide legal representation for

tenants facing eviction

¢ Aright to counsel in Detroit will help people who are at risk of losing their homes

WHY A RIGHT TO COUNSEL FOR DETROIT?

"--in 2015 alone, the vast majority of landlords who took their renters to court were
themselves operating illegally" - The Detroit News

Detroit
90%: of landlords have legal
representation
50/0' of low income tenants
On average, 1 in 5 rental households ° had legal representation
face eviction each year
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RIGHT TO COUNSEL IS A PART OF THE SOLUTION

. Since 2017, several major cities and one state have
passed right to counsel laws:

K3 * e &
3 e New York City *® Cleveland
e Philadelphia ~ ® Milwaukee
e Newark * Denver
e Baltimore e San Francisco

And many others are following...
New York City

86% of tenants who received right to counsel representation stayed in their homes

San Francisco
Eviction filings decreased by 10% between 2018 and 2019

67% of those with a lawyer stayed in their homes II
i

Research shows that right to counsel helps cities and states
save money...

JOIN US IN SUPPORTING A RIGHT TO COUNSEL IN DETROIT

Take Action!
SIGN THE PETITION
https://chng.it/8CZ2myX]Jsw

Build Power!
Join the Detroit Right to Counsel Coalition

Learn More!
Sign up for updates text “DRTC" to 833-258-4698

Supported by:

ACLU of Michigan - Community Development Advocates of Detroit - Congress of Communities
Councilmember Pro Tem Mary Sheffield - Detroit Action - Detroit Eviction Defense
Detroit Justice Center - Detroit People's Platform - Joy Southfield CDC
Michigan Legal Services - Michigan United
Moratorium NOW! - National Lawyers Guild - Revive Detroit CDC
Sugar Law Center - United Community Housing Coalition - Wisdom Institute & more!

ﬂ Facebook.com/DetroitRTC M RTCdetroit@gmail.com
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